CHAPTER IX

THE BRAZILIAN PLATEAU AND THE GREAT

INTERIOR

THE Brazilian Plateau is one of the great upland masses
of the world, occupying as it does an area of close on a
million square miles. If the outliers of the plateau to
the north and the west, covered by recent fluviatile deposits and
exposed in the cataracts of the rivers, are included, the total area
is considerably more, The elevated region is roughly the shape
of a right-angled triangle, the hypotenuse being represented by
the eastern edge, and the shorter of the two remaining sides by
the northern boundary towards the lower Amazon. With the
exception of a relatively narrow strip in the north-east, the area
as a whole falls towards the interior of the continent but preserves
a ridge of highland running from a point near the middle of the
hypotenuse side in the east to another about the middle of the
longer remaining sides in the west. This ridge is in reality one of
the most striking features in the relief of the plateau, for from it
drain all the main rivers either northwards or southwards.

The Brazilian Plateau is also one of the oldest land masses
in the world. It is doubtful whether the higher eastern parts
have been submerged since the earliest geological period. If
they have, any sedimentary deposits laid down have since been
removed. During the Cretaceous period the continent as a
whole was lowered and the northern and western parts of the
Brazilian Plateau shared in the movement. Re-elevation took
place, however, in early Tertiary times on a1 large scale, and
since then the plateau as now known has constantly remained
dry land.

The rivers of the plateau have accordingly had a long time in
which to excavate their valleys both before and after the partial
submergence. In doing so, none of them, not even those of the
extreme south, has been interrupted by glaciation such as has
occurred extensively in regions more remote from the Equator
in South America and in other parts of the world. The river
valleys are thns well developed; they are as a rale deeply cut
into the hard rocks of the plateau and are comparatively broad;
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